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Standard One, Lesson One
 

Standards that students could potentially address:

California Content Standards for English-Language Arts

READING
1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development
Students understand the basic features of reading. They select letter patterns and know how to translate
them into spoken language by using phonics, syllabication, and word parts. They apply this knowledge
to achieve fluent oral and silent reading.

Word Recognition
1.1 Read narrative and expository text aloud with grade-appropriate fluency and accuracy and with appropriate pacing,
intonation, and expression.

2.0 Reading Comprehension
Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They draw upon a variety of
comprehension strategies as needed (e.g., generating and responding to essential questions, making
predictions, comparing information from several sources).

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.2 Use appropriate strategies when reading for different purposes (e.g., full comprehension, location of
information, personal enjoyment).

2.3 Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself,
including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, and foreshadowing clues.

2.4 Evaluate new information and hypotheses by testing them against known information and ideas.

2.5 Compare and contrast information on the same topic after reading several passages or articles.

2.6 Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in expository text. 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis
Students read and respond to a wide variety of significant works of children’s literature. They
distinguish between the structural features of the text and the literary terms or elements (e.g., theme,
plot, setting, characters). The selections in Recommended Literature, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve
illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by students.

Structural Features of Literature
3.1 Describe the structural differences of various imaginative forms of literature, including fantasies, fables,
myths, legends, and fairy tales.

Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
3.2 Identify the main events of the plot, their causes, and the influence of each event on future actions.



3.3 Use knowledge of the situation and setting and of a character’s traits and motivations to determine the
causes for that character’s actions.

3.4 Compare and contrast tales from different cultures by tracing the exploits of one character type and
develop theories to account for similar tales in diverse cultures (e.g., trickster tales).

WRITING

1.0 Writing Strategies
Students write clear, coherent sentences and paragraphs that develop a central idea. Their writing
shows they consider the audience and purpose. Students progress through the stages of the writing
process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising, editing successive versions).

Organization and Focus
1.1 Select a focus, an organizational structure, and a point of view based upon purpose, audience, length, and
format requirements.

1.3 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause and effect, similarity
and difference, posing and answering a question).

Penmanship
1.4 Write fluidly and legibly in cursive or joined italic.

Research and Technology
1.5 Quote or paraphrase information sources, citing them appropriately. 

1.6 Locate information in reference texts by using organizational features (e.g., prefaces, appendixes). 

1.7 Use various reference materials (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, card catalog, encyclopedia, online information)
as an aid to writing. 

1.9 Demonstrate basic keyboarding skills and familiarity with computer terminology
(e.g., cursor, software, memory, disk drive, hard drive).

Evaluation and Revision
1.10 Edit and revise selected drafts to improve coherence and progression by adding, deleting, consolidating,
and rearranging text.

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
Students write compositions that describe and explain familiar objects, events, and experiences.
Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the drafting, research,
and organizational strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.  

Using the writing strategies of grade four outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students:

2.2 Write responses to literature: 
a. Demonstrate an understanding of the literary work. 
b. Support judgments through references to both the text and prior knowledge.

LISTENING AND SPEAKING

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies
Students listen critically and respond appropriately to oral communication. They speak in a manner
that guides the listener to understand important ideas by using proper phrasing, pitch, and
modulation.



Comprehension
1.1 Ask thoughtful questions and respond to relevant questions with appropriate elaboration in oral settings.

1.2 Summarize major ideas and supporting evidence presented in spoken messages and formal presentations.

1.3 Identify how language usages (e.g., sayings, expressions) reflect regions and cultures. 

Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication
1.6 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., cause and effect, similarity and difference,
posing and answering a question).

1.7 Emphasize points in ways that help the listener or viewer to follow important ideas and concepts.

1.8 Use details, examples, anecdotes, or experiences to explain or clarify information. 

1.9 Use volume, pitch, phrasing, pace, modulation, and gestures appropriately to enhance meaning.

Content Standards for History-Social Studies

California: A Changing State
Students learn the story of their home state, unique in American history in terms of its vast
and varied geography, its many waves of immigration beginning with pre- Columbian
societies, its continuous diversity, economic energy, and rapid growth. In addition to the
specific treatment of milestones in California history, students examine the state in the context
of the rest of the nation, with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution and the relationship
between state and federal government.

4.2 Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions
among people of California from the pre-Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and
Mexican rancho periods.

1. Discuss the major nations of California Indians, including their geographic distribution,
economic activities, legends, and religious beliefs; and describe how they depended on, adapted to,
and modified the physical environment by cultivation of land and use of sea resources.

Content Standards for Visual and Performing Arts

Visual Arts
3.0 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of the
Visual Arts
Students analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cul- tures throughout
the world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists.

Diversity of the Visual Arts
3.2 Identify and discuss the content of works of art in the past and present, focusing on the different cultures
that have contributed to California’s history and art heritage.



4.0 AESTHETIC VALUING
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About Works in the
Visual Arts
Students analyze, assess, and derive meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the
elements of art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities.

Derive Meaning
4.2 Identify and describe how a person’s own cultural context influences individual responses to works of art.

Make Informed Judgments
4.4 Identify and describe how various cultures define and value art differently. 
4.5 Describe how the individual experiences of an artist may influence the development of specific works of
art.

5.0 CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS
Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in the Visual Arts to Other Art
Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers
Students apply what they learn in the visual arts across subject areas. They develop competencies and
creative skills in problem solving, communication, and management of time and resources that
contribute to lifelong learning and career skills. They also learn about careers in and related to the
visual arts.

Visual Literacy
5.3 Construct diagrams, maps, graphs, timelines, and illustrations to communicate ideas or tell a story about a
historical event.


