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Standard Three, Lesson Four
 

Standards that students could potentially address:

California Content Standards for English-Language Arts

READING

1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development
Students use their knowledge of word origins and word relationships, as well as histori- cal and
literary context clues, to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the
precise meaning of grade-level-appropriate words.

Word Recognition
1.1 Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation,
and expression.

2.0 Reading Comprehension
Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the
essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure,
organization, and purpose. 

Structural Features of Informational Materials
2.1 Understand how text features (e.g., format, graphics, sequence, diagrams, illustrations, charts, maps)
make information accessible and usable.

2.2 Analyze text that is organized in sequential or chronological order.

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.3 Discern main ideas and concepts presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports
those ideas.

2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and
prior knowledge.

Expository Critique
2.5 Distinguish facts, supported inferences, and opinions in text.

WRITING

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)
Students write narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive texts of at least 500 to 700 words in
each genre. Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American English and the research,
organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.

Using the writing strategies of grade five outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students:
2.3 Write research reports about important ideas, issues, or events by using the following guidelines:



a. Frame questions that direct the investigation. 
b. Establish a controlling idea or topic. 
c. Develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples, and explanations.

LISTENING AND SPEAKING

1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies
Students deliver focused, coherent presentations that convey ideas clearly and relate to the
background and interests of the audience. They evaluate the content of oral communication.

Comprehension
1.1 Ask questions that seek information not already discussed. 

1.2 Interpret a speaker’s verbal and nonverbal messages, purposes, and perspectives. 

1.3 Make inferences or draw conclusions based on an oral report.

Content Standards for History-Social Studies

United States History and Geography: Making a New Nation
Students in grade five study the development of the nation up to 1850, with an emphasis on
the people who were already here, when and from where others arrived, and why they came.
Students learn about the colonial government founded on Judeo-Christian principles, the
ideals of the Enlightenment, and the English traditions of self- government. They recognize
that ours is a nation that has a constitution that derives its power from the people, that has
gone through a revolution, that once sanctioned slavery, that experienced conflict over land
with the original inhabitants, and that experienced a westward movement that took its people
across the continent. Studying the cause, course, and consequences of the early explorations
through the War for Independence and western expansion is central to students’ fundamental
understanding of how the principles of the American republic form the basis of a pluralistic
society in which individual rights are secured.

5.3 Students describe the cooperation and conflict that existed among the American
Indians and between the Indian nations and the new settlers.

4. Discuss the role of broken treaties and massacres and the factors that led to the Indians’ defeat,
including the resistance of Indian nations to encroachments and assimilation (e.g., the story of the Trail
of Tears).

5.7 Students describe the people and events associated with the development of the
U.S. Constitution and analyze the Constitution’s significance as the foundation of the
American republic.

3. Understand the fundamental principles of American constitutional democracy, including how the
government derives its power from the people and the primacy of individual liberty.

4. Understand how the Constitution is designed to secure our liberty by both empowering and
limiting central government and compare the powers granted to citizens, Congress, the president, and
the Supreme Court with those reserved to the states.


